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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES — RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.13 pm]: Given the 
catastrophic fire conditions across the state and the unprecedented number of incidents recently, I could not be 
more proud of all those involved in the response. These were some of the most ferocious bushfires that we have 
seen in Western Australia and firefighters did a tremendous job to minimise the damage. Some of these conditions 
have been described to me as the worst weather conditions seen in nearly 30 years. At one stage, an unprecedented 
four level 3 bushfires burning at once and more than 1 000 dedicated emergency services personnel were involved 
in managing and combating those incidents. The extraordinary response from local bush fire brigade volunteers 
was immense—namely, Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service volunteers; Volunteer Fire and Emergency Service 
volunteers; State Emergency Service volunteers; career fire and rescue service firefighters; Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions, Parks and Wildlife Service, firefighters; the Salvation Army; the Country Women’s 
Association; and other community groups supporting government agencies, especially the Department of Communities 
and the Western Australia Police Force, and relevant local governments. 
There was a strategically coordinated mobilisation of large air tankers and the areal fleet, and incident management 
personnel across the fires, including an incident management team from New South Wales flown in to support the 
efforts. I thank those who were fighting the fires, defending homes and properties, along with those supporting 
affected communities and displaced families and to those behind the scenes. Sadly, there will be some lasting impacts, 
as there always is after fires of this magnitude. Our thoughts are with all the people who have lost homes, property, 
businesses or livestock. It has been an incredibly difficult time for everyone involved. The impacts to industry and 
businesses will be further understood in the coming weeks and months. Now is the time to support each other, as I know 
Western Australians always do. Western Australians are resilient and I am sure these communities will bounce back. 
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